
City of Sioux Rapids 
P.O. Box 473 

Sioux Rapids, Iowa 50585 
City Hall Phone (712) 283-2737 

 

CITY OF SIOUX RAPIDS, IOWA 
APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE 

 
APPLICANT NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION [REQUIRED] 
Applicant Name: __________________________________________________________ 

Is the applicant the: Owner Developer Tenant/Lessee 
Please note that if the applicant is a tenant or lessee of the property or otherwise not the owner the owner of the 
property must consent to this application and must sign off on the application.  This includes individuals or 
companies purchasing property on contract. 

Application Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________ State: _____________ Zip: _________________ 

Phone Number: _________________________ Email: ___________________________________ 

 
PROPERTY INFORMATION [REQUIRED] 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 
Input the address of the property where the improvements will be made, if approved. 

Parcel ID (Obtained from Buena Vista County Beacon Website): ___________________________ 

Current Zoning Classification of Parcel: _______________________________________________ 

Legal Description: ________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE ATTACH: A list of all property owners, their physical address, and mailing address for each 
property owner within 200 feet of the address subject to this variance.  REQUIRED 

 
VARIANCE NARRATIVE REQUEST [REQUIRED] 
I, the applicant and undersigned, do hereby request to the Sioux Rapids Board of Adjustment a 
variance from the City’s Zoning Regulations which will allow for the issuance of a building permit 
for the following improvements which have previously been declined for failure to comply with 
the City’s Zoning Regulations. 
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In the Valley of Beauty on the Highway of Progress 
 

The application for building permit was declined for the following reasons: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sioux Rapids Board of Adjustment is prohibited by law from granting a variance unless the 

Board of Adjustment makes a positive finding that in granting the variance it will not be 
contrary to the public interest where, because of special conditions, a literal enforcement of 
the provisions of the Zoning Regulations would result in unnecessary hardship to the owner.  
The finding must be made with the objective and goal of observing the spirit of the Zoning 

Regulations as a whole so that substantial justice will be done to both the applicant and the 
citizens of Sioux Rapids, Iowa.  (Code of Iowa, Section 414.12(3)) 

 
To assist the board in making this finding please answer the following questions. 
 
What special conditions and circumstances exist in this situation that are peculiar to this land, 
structure, or building that are not applicable to, or the same as, other lands, structures, or 
buildings in the same Zoning District.  Please describe here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What literal interpretation or application of the Zoning Regulations in question will deprive the 
owner of the rights commonly enjoyed by the owners of other properties in the same Zoning 
District.  Please explain in detail the manner in which you are deprived of the rights enjoyed by 
other property owners. 
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In the Valley of Beauty on the Highway of Progress 
 

If the Board of Adjustment was to grant a variance, as requested how will that variance NOT 
confer upon you special privileges that are denied by the Zoning Regulations to owners of other 
lands, structures, or buildings in the same Zoning District.  Please explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Explain how the requested variance is the minimum necessary to permit the reasonable use of 
the land, building, or structure.  Why would a lesser or smaller variance still deny you the 
reasonable use of the land, structure, or building? 
 
 
 
 
 
Explain and confirm how, if granted, the variance will be in harmony with the general purpose 
and intent of the Zoning Regulations of the City, how it will not be injurious to the neighborhood 
surrounding your property, and how it will not be detrimental to the public welfare in general. 
 
 
 
 
 
Please explain how the literal enforcement of the Zoning Regulations against your property will 
result in unnecessary hardship to you.  Please explain the nature and extent of the hardship.  If 
you are claiming a financial hardship, be specific and describe the amount of financial hardship, 
how you calculated it and how the failure to obtain the variance will result in the primary cause 
or reason for the resulting hardship. 
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In the Valley of Beauty on the Highway of Progress 
 

 
You are required to present facts, not conclusions, in responding to these questions.  You may 
provide additional documentation as necessary and will be afforded a hearing in front of the 
Board of Adjustment for the purpose of providing oral comments and answering questions.  You 
are NOT allowed to contact, lobby, or solicit information, questions, opinions, or any other 
information from the Board of Adjustment prior to the hearing afforded to you for this purpose.  
Should a variance be granted you are still required to obtain from the City a building permit for 
the proposed improvement. 
 
I, the applicant for this variance certify with my signature below, under penalty of perjury and 
pursuant to the laws of the City of Sioux Rapids and the State of Iowa that I have been denied a 
building permit, that I have submitted all the required information for a variance, and that all the 
information set forth in this application and any attachments provided are factually true and 
correct, to the best of my knowledge. 
 
Signature of Property Owner: ____________________________________ Date: _____________ 

Printed Name of Property Owner: ___________________________________________________ 

Signature of Applicant (if not owner): ______________________________ Date: _____________ 

Printed Name of Application (if not owner): ____________________________________________ 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS [TO BE COMPLETED BY CITY AND ZONING 
ADMINISTRATOR] 
Date of Receipt by City: ________________________ 

Application includes the required list of names, addresses and mailing addresses for all 
property owners within 200 feet of the subject property. 

Public Hearing Notice Posted: ________________________________ 

Public Hearing Notice Published: ______________________________ 

Date Notice of Hearing Mailed to Adjacent Property Owners: ____________________________ 

Date of Hearing: ________________________________________ 
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